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[image: ] Cross Talk
  January 2022
Cross Talk is published monthly by email. To receive a copy please contact kitnorris@live.co.uk 
Cross Talk contains the weekly Collect and Readings together with details of Church services in the Benefice and news and items of interest supplied by our readers. 
The magazine will also be available on the web sites: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/3447 and baldersbychurch.com.

CHURCH  SERVICES
The following services are planned subject to changes in the Covid-19 regulations.
Strict measures will be in place for wearing of face masks, hand sanitisation before and after each service, and social distancing. Please observe spaced time of arrival and departure to avoid mingling.

[image: ]St. James’ Church, Baldersby St. James with Dishforth and Rainton
Sunday 2nd January, 10.45am	Communion Service
Sunday 9th  January, 9.30am	Breakfast Service 
		with coffee & croissants.
Sunday 16th January, 10.45am	Communion Service
Sunday 23rd January, 9.30am	Morning Prayer (short spoken service)
Sunday 30th January		NO SERVICE
All services followed by coffee.

St. Columba’s Church, Topcliffe
[image: ]Sunday 2nd January, 6.30pm		Choral Evensong	
Sunday 9th January, 10.45am		Holy Communion
Sunday 16th January, 10.45am		Choral Matins
Sunday 23rd January, 10.45am		Holy Communion
Sunday 30th January 		NO SERVICE

[image: ]St John the Evangelist Church, Dalton
Sunday 9th January, 11am		Holy Communion
Sunday 23rd January, 11am		Holy Communion
St John's Christmas Fair raised the magnificent sum of £545. Many thanks to everyone who contributed.
Dalton 100 Club, December
£15 William Holmes No. 96; £10 Maureen Hardwick No. 73
£5  Luke Townend No. 81

Domino Drive -  7pm on Saturday 22nd January  in the Village Hall
Collects and Readings for the 2nd Sunday of Christmas to the 1st Sunday of Christmas
(Page numbers refer to the Common Worship Lectionary.)

Sunday 2nd January : 2nd Sunday of Christmas
[image: ]Collect
Almighty God,
in the birth of your Son,
you have poured on us the new light of your incarnate Word,
and shown us the fullness of your love:
help us to walk in his light and dwell in his love
that we may know the fullness of his joy;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings (p.765)
Jeremiah 31.7-14 or Ecclesiasticus 24.1-12
Psalm 147.13-21 or Wisdom 10.15-21
Ephesians 1.3-14
Gospel: John 1.[1-9,] 10-18

Thursday 6th January : The Epiphany
[image: ]Collect
O God,,
who by the leading of a star
manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:
mercifully grant that we,
who know you now by faith,
may at last behold your glory face to face;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings (p.771)
Isaiah 60.1-6
Psalm 72.[1-9,] 10-15
Ephesians 3.1-12
Gospel: Matthew 2.1-12		
[image: ]





Sunday 9th January :  The Baptism of Christ : 1st Sunday of Epiphany 
[image: ]Collect
Eternal Father,
who at the baptism of Jesus
revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit:
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit,
that we may be faithful to our calling 
  as your adopted children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings (p.774)
Isaiah 43.1-7
Psalm 29
Acts 8.14-17
Gospel: Luke 3.15-17, 21-22		

Sunday 16th January :  2nd Sunday of Epiphany
[image: ]Collect
Almighty God,
in Christ you make all things new:
transform the poverty of our nature
   by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
	
Readings (p.778)
Isaiah 62.1-5					      The wedding at Cana
Psalm 36.5-10
1 Corinthians 12.1-11
Gospel: John 2.1-11 

[image: ]Sunday 23rd January: 3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Collect
Almighty God,
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles
the wonder of your saving presence:
renew your people with your heavenly grace,
and in all our weakness
sustain us by your mighty power;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings (p.780)
Nehemiah 8.1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19.1-6, [7-14]
1 Corinthians 12.12-31a
Gospel: Luke 4.14-21

Sunday 30th January: 4th Sunday of Epiphany
Collect
[image: ]God our creator,
who in the beginning
commanded the light to shine out of darkness:
we pray that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ
may dispel the darkness of ignorance and unbelief,
shine into the hearts of all your people,
and reveal the knowledge of your glory
   in the face of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings (p.784)
Ezekiel 43.27-44.4
Psalm 48	
1 Corinthians 13.1-13
Gospel: Luke 2.22-40
	
January Reflection
Many of the Christmas cards we send also include a wish for a Happy New Year. When we say Happy New Year what are we saying to someone? We are saying that we hope this New Year will be better than the year before. We are hoping that their problems are behind them, and blessings are in the future. Every New Year’s Eve people around the world stay up later than usual to see the old year go out and the New Year come in.
For many this is a moment of quiet reflection. To reflect on the year gone by; of the good and the not so good things that have happened, and to learn from the experience. New Year is the time when we hope that we bring balance to our life with positive influences overriding the negative ones.
[image: ]On the stroke of midnight, the sky will erupt with explosions of colourful fireworks signalling the arrival of the new year (Covid restrictions permitting). Once the smoke settles and the strains of Auld Lang Syne fade into the night it will be January 1st 2022. But is New Year’s Day any different? It’s just another day isn’t it?
In reality, New Year’s Eve is no different to any other night of the year yet; we can’t help but assign some special meaning to the 31stof December. The psychological significance of the night can be a good thing, but it can also create tremendous anxiety. The problem with having such a distinct milestone for reflection on the timeline of our life is that it causes us to compare ourselves with others as well as with our previous expectations of where we thought we would be at this time in our life. If we are not careful, New Year’s Eve can be a time for negative reflection leaving us feeling quite miserable.
To get New Year into perspective we need to remember that every morning that we wake up is a new start and we do not need a specific event to make us change - we make choices every day and I believe they all matter in the sight of God. 
What we eat or wear or purchase can reflect our stewardship of God’s gifts to us. We should be continually asking ‘do our choices have a particular negative impact on the environment or do they result in other people being exploited’? We may not always know the answer but if we have doubts then we need to be careful of the choices we make.  Other decisions we make may have unknow effects on the people around us particularly how we try to protect ourselves and so protect others during this Covid pandemic. It was good to hear many young people before Christmas saying that they were limiting their social contacts to help protect family members with who they hoped to spend the Christmas holiday. 
[image: ]Unlike New Year Resolutions, when we are often tempted to maybe have one last cigarette, one last drink, one last bar of chocolate before giving up, when we commit to following God’s ways, when we accept Jesus into our lives it can be done anytime. And when we fail, we do not have to wait to come to church to ask forgiveness – we can acknowledge our mistakes there and then, ask for forgiveness, know we are forgiven and move on with our lives.
We read in the Bible that through Christ, all things are possible. That means that no matter what 2021 held for us, Christ is able to walk alongside us to help us to move forward in our life. 
So my prayer for the New Year is that each of us may know afresh that love of God for us, and may the reassurance that we are known and loved give us the encouragement that we need to step into the New Year with hope and life.
Happy New Year to everyone and I hope that 2022 is everything you wish for!       
Richard Byas                                                                     

The King’s Speech
In 1939, Princess Elizabeth handed her father, King George VI, a poem called ‘God Knows ‘. The king used the opening stanza of the poem in his Christmas broadcast to a nation facing the uncertainty of war. This was much to the surprise of the poem‘s author, who was unaware her poem was to be used. She remarked ‘I heard the quotation read in a summary of the speech. I thought the words sounded familiar and suddenly it dawned on me that they were out of my little book ‘.
[image: ]Minnie Louise Haskins was born in 1875. She was a Congregationalist and taught Sunday School for many years. In 1903, she worked in London for the Wesleyan Methodist Mission and in 1907 moved with the Mission to Madras in India. To raise funds, Haskins published a small volume of poetry ‘The Desert’, in which her poem ‘God Knows’ appeared. 
Ill health forced her back to the UK in 1915, to a nation involved in World War I, and so she ran a hostel for munitions workers in Woolwich. In 1918, she had the opportunity to study at the London School of Economics (LSE) with a focus on industrial welfare and in 1924 helped to establish the Institute of Industrial Welfare Workers. She then went on herself to be a lecturer at the LSE and continued to write. She finally retired at the age of 69 and died in 1957. She is described on the LSE website as ‘A woman of unusual capacity and character … a rare understanding and sympathy and infinite patience, combined with a great deal of love and interest in people’.
Her poem is now among the most quoted poetic works of the twentieth century. It is inscribed at the entrance to the George VI Memorial Chapel, Windsor and was read at the funeral of Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother. It is now known by a different name: ‘The Gate of the Year’.
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:                                                                                            ―Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown. 
And he replied:   
Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God.                                                                      That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.  
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 
And he led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.
	
So heart be still:
What need our little life
Our human life to know, 
If God hath comprehension?
In all the dizzy strife
Of things both high and low,                                                                                                                                             God hideth His intention.
God knows. His will is best.                                                                                                                                                  The stretch of years                                                                                                                                                        Which wind ahead, so dim                                                                                                                                                    To our imperfect vision,                                                                                                                                                           Are clear to God. Our fears                                                                                                                                                         Are premature; In Him,                                                                                                                                                        All time hath full provision.
Then rest: until                                                                                                                                                                      God moves to lift the veil                                                                                                                                                   From our impatient eyes,                                                                                                                                              When, as the sweeter features                                                                                                                                            Of Life‘s stern face we hail,                                                                                                                                                  Fair beyond all surmise                                                                                                                                                      God‘s thought around His creatures                                                                                                                                    Our mind shall fill.
Minnie Louise Haskins (1875-1957)
Praying for Healing
Sam showed up at a revival meeting, seeking help.
"I need you to pray for my hearing," he tells the preacher.
The preacher puts his fingers on Sam's ears and prays and prays. When he's done, he asks, "How's your hearing now?"
"I don't know," says Sam. "I don't go to court till next Tuesday."
[image: ]







[bookmark: _GoBack1]PARISH DIRECTORY

The Parishes of Topcliffe, Baldersby with Dishforth, Dalton and Skipton on Swale
There is currently no Vicar of the parishes. Until one is appointed, please ring our Area Dean, 
The Revd Fiona Mayer-Jones  tel:  07450 402953	or revdfmj@gmail.com

BALDERSBY with DISHFORTH - PCC Secretary: Mrs Jennifer Wharton  wharton370@btinternet.com

DALTON - PCC Secretary: Mrs Hannah Bissett  tel: 07739 382831 spannerb79@gmail.com

SKIPTON-on-SWALE – PCC Secretary: Mr Alan Kitching   tel: 01845 567457

TOPCLIFFE – PCC Secretary: Mrs Roz Norris   RozNorris@aol.com
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